


UBER 11 MILLIONEN VIEWS
erreichte alleine der Online-Film (2,2 Mio auf You-
tube, 1,6 Mio auf Facebook, ...) (Quelle: Meltwater
Reporting und Social Media Reporting Graubunden
Ferien Channels)

TOTAL UBER 420 MILLIONEN
KONTAKTE WELTWEIT
fur die Kampagne (Quelle: Meltwater Reporting)

UBER 400 MEDIENBERICHTE IN 36 LANDERN
(Quelle: Meltwater Reporting)

1.1 MIO REACH IM DEUTSCHEN TV
dank “RTL Explosiv am Weekend”
(Quelle: www.rtl.de)

RUND CHF 3 MILLIONEN MEDIENAQUIVALENZ
mit der erzielten Berichterstattung

57 MIO REACH SOCIAL MEDIA
(Quelle: Meltwater und Graubunden Ferien)

1,3 MILLIONEN INTERACTIONS
(Shares, Likes, Comments) (Quelle: Social Media
Report-ing Graubunden Ferien Channels und Danny

MacAskill)

+27% INSTAGRAM FOLLOWER
@graubuendenbike (Quelle: Graubunden Ferien)



Overview Print Clippings

graub'Jnden

114 1/4

Oct Mountainbikeplus #188 NED 9 11.500 28.750
Limits #02 GER 3 60.000 180.000
Sep Mountainbike-rider #211 GER 14 52.000 140.400
MTB Sweden #24 SWE 3 12.500 35.000
Mountainbike-rider #210 GER 2 52.000 140.400
Aug Bike Freak (incl. Cover) #98 NED 151/2 22.000 55.000
ride #04/18 SUI 1 14.000 40.000
Revista Bike Action #214 BRA 81/2 15.000 37.500
Vélo Tout Terrain (incl. Cover) #232 FRA 2 10.000 25.000
BikeBild #03/18 GER 2 60.000 114.000
June Prime Mountainbike #14 GER 41/4 20.000 50.000
MOUNTAINBIKE (incl. AD) #07/18 GER 51/2 56.891 142.227
Mountainbike Action #06/18 ITA 12 11.300 30.125
Herbert.Bike (Broschiire) #2018 SUI 1/4 20.350 50.850
Ride it #63 FRA 7 1/8 6.000 18.000
May Joko Winterscheidts Druckerzeugnis #02 GER 1/8 70.000 175.000
Schweizer Illustrierte (VELO) #2018 SUI 8 155.516 592.000
Ride #03/18 SUI 1 14.000 40.000
April Currently Bike Movement #02 SUI 6 N/A N/A
Ride #02/18 SUI 10 14.000 40.000

677.057

1.934.252




Overview Online Clippings

graub_nden

Country Visitors/Month URL
cy ca CAN 37.110 https://cyclingmagazine.ca/mtb/behind-macaskill-caluori-home-trails/
nsmb.com CAN 236.670 https://nsmb.com/articles/behind-scenes-danny-macaskill/
ESP 189.810 http://w noticias/articulo/video-macaskill-caluori-home-trails
26in.fr FRA 109.950 http://www.26in.fr/news/49726-home-of-trails-behind-the-scenes.html
ridersmatch.com FRA 6.030 https://www.ridersmatch.com/home-of-trails-les-coulisses/
Vojomag.com FRA 102.000 https://www.vojomag.com/vid rails-c y-macaskill/
[43ride.com GBR 15.480 https://43ride com/en/video/2018/home-of-trails-behind-the-scenes/
i m GBR 60.750 https://ww om/mout b 2018/05/danny- macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails-behind-the-scenes
mtb-mag.com GBR 438.750 https://www.mtb-mag.com/en/video-danny-macaskill-c he-scenes/
redbull.com GBR 7.506.090 https://www.redbull behind-the-scenes-h trails
bike-! in.d GER 243.690 http://www.bik de/mtb_| he-scenes-b I-video-h 15/238889_html
enduro-mtb.com GER 103.140 hitps://enduro-mtb.com/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails-hinter-den-kulissen/
fahrrad- \obby\ster\ de GER N/A https://fahrrad-lobbyisten.de/artikel/video-hit-home-trails-mit-danny-macaskillclaudio-calouri
gravity- GER 24.240 http://gravity- de/2018/05/07/pm-da-geht-es-sehr-sehr-tief-runter/
mtb-news.de GER 1.341.060 https://www.mtb-news.de/news/2018/05/02/home-of-trails-behind-the-scenes/
mtb-news.de GER 1.341.060 https://www.mtb-news.de/news/2018/05/04/filmfreitag-2018-17/
mibrider.de GER 20.280 http://mtbrider.de/news/home-of-trails-behind-the-scenes
prime- d GER 9.480 http://prime-mountainbiking.de/behind-the-scenes-von-home-of-trails-danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-pid28941/
x-aces.com GER 3.480 https://x-aces.com/ 2018/05/home-of-trails-da-geht-es-sehr-sehr-tief-runter/
Home of Trails - hu HUN 3.060 http://www.standmag.hu/cikkek/2018/05/igy-keszult-danny-macaskill-and-claudio-caluori-h; I
Behind the scenes ia.com DN N/A https://w om/home/behind-the-scenes-of-home-of-trails
freeridermag.in IND 6.060 http://wwiw.freeridermag.in/home-of-trail enes/
downhill24.bike INT 20.000 http://downhill24.bike/big-drop-behind-scenes-home-trails-danny-macaskill/
pinkbike.com INT 3.927.630 https://www.pinkbike.c d-the-sc: h rails-danny-| ~claudio-caluori.html
i com INT 717.390 https://www.singletracks.com/blog/mtb-videos/watch-danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-behind-scenes/
whip-mtb.com INT 4.020 http://www.whip-mtb.com/feeds/5ae9c50a82d4f0eb5c536c8F
mtb-mag.com TTA 438.750 https://www.mtb-mag.com/video-il-dietro-le-quinte-del-video-di-macaskill-e-caluori/
mtb-vco.com ITA 45.960 https://mtb-vco.com/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails-dietro-le-quinte/
inbike.nl NED 1.320 http://allmountainbike.nl/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails-behind-the-scenes/
43ride.com POL 15.480 https://43ride.com/video/2018/za-kulisami-home-of-trails/
selva.ch SUT N/A http://ww h/sport/201 d-d; b 9
h Sut 246.180 https://www.graubuenden ch/de/ pps/2018/05/home-trail
ride.ch Sur 11.460 https://www.ride.c lles-Klappt-behind-the-sc: rails
ride.ch SUL 11.460 https://www.ride.. ch/de/news/gswmne den-ultimativen-trip-mit-macaskill-und-caluori
h SuL 24.870 https://traildevils.ch/Talk/Behind-the-Scenes-von-Home-of-Trails-8dbb0c14bf7dcf8beabd08d5b03b7310
anello-grande blogspot.d USA N/A http://anello-grande.blogspot. de/2018/05/watch-danny-macaskil-claudio-caluori.hml
crankbr com USA 98.250 https://www.crankbrothers.com, behind-the-scenes-d mac I
theinertia.com USA 316.920 https://www.theinertia.c behind-the-scenes-look n-biker-danny-macaskills-insane-skills/
ks.com USA 862.200 https://unofficialnetworks.com/2018/05/02/watch-behind-the-sc danny-mcaskills-|
whistlermountainbike.com USA 1.620 http://whistlermountainbike.com, 1-in-5-mins-behind-the-scenes_html
lingtips.com AUS 4.920 hitps://cydlingtips.com/news/video-danny-macasiil-claudio-caluori-home-0r-trails/
redbull.com AUS 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.c ny-macaskill-h
yeli in.ca CAN 37.110 https://c a/mtb/macaskm-caluom-home-of—trans/
nsmb.com CAN 236.670 https://nsmb.com/articles/home-trails-danny-and-claudio/
redbull.com CAN 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/ca-en/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails
dirtbiker.cz CZE 78.030 http://www.dirtbiker.cz/bikers/edit-legendy-danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-radi-v-alpach/
dolekop.com CzE 122.160 http://dolekop.com/clanek/7519-video-home-of-trails-macaskill-a-caluori-objevuji-graubunden
as.com ESP 38.463.870 https://as.com/deportes_accion/2018/04/10/mtb/1523350863_844716.html
i com.m: ESP 110.220 http://ww om.mx/videos/item/2168-home-of-trails-danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori/
br om ESP 98.220 https://www.brujulabike.com/video-home-of-trails/
endure m ESP 28.320 https://www.endurospain.com/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori/
iberobike.com ESP 98.400 http://www.iberobike.com/video-los-alpes-suizos-con-danny-macaskill-y-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
redbull.com ESP 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/es-es/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails
solobici.es ESP 115.170 https://solobici.es/macaskill-y-caluori-recorren-senderos-suizos/
net ESP 93.660 https://ww et/art -macaskill-y-claudio-caluori-rodando-por-el-canton-de-los-gi
wallri com ESP 10.000 https://wallridemag.com/macaskill-y-caluori-la-lian-en-suiza/
26in.fr FRA 15.900 http://www. 26in.fr/videos/danny-macaskill-claudio-calu.html
blog.adrenaline-h com FRA 86.820 http://blog.adrenaline-hunter.com/en/the-new-video-of-danny-macaskill-on-swiss-trails-of-graubunden/
cour: net FRA 301.560 http://www.cour: net/news/andy.symonds/1594233334008171
endurotribe.com FRA 34.050 http://www.endurotribe.com/2018/04/video-danny-macaskill-et-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
kairn.com FRA 27.870 http://kairn.com/video-danny-macaskill-et-claudio-caluori-dans-les-alpages-suisses/
lequipe.fr FRA 43.299.330 https://www.lequipe.fr/Ad: tt/Actualites/Home-of-trails-la-nouvelle-video-de-danny-macaskill-avec-claudio-caluori/902444
i com FRA 6.030 https://www.ridersmatch.com/top-10-n28/
ojomag.com FRA 102.000 https://www.vojomag.com/video/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
zapiks. fr FRA 296.160 http://www.zapiks.fr/danny-macaskill-claudio-calu.html
[43ride.com GBR 15.480 https://43ride.com/en/video/2018/macaskil--caluori-mountain-bike-adventure-in-the-home-of-trails/
crankbrothers.com GBR 98.250 https://uk.crankbrothers.com/blogs/news/home-of-trails-with-danny-macaskillzregion=uk
om GBR 97.110 https://flowmount om/post-all/video-danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-trails/
om GBR 60.750 https://ww om/mou il 2018/04/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails
mbr.co.uk GBR 318.600 http://www.mbr.co.uk/news/claudio-caluori-danny-macaskill-373856
mpora.com GBR 894.960 https://mpora.com/mour askill-graubunden-switzerland
mtb-mag.com GBR 438.750 https://wviw.mtb-mag.com/en/video-danny-macaskil-caluori-home-of-trafls/
redbull.com GBR 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/gb ny-mac:
ride.io GBR 33.360 http://ride.io/videos/watch-danny-macaskill-claudio-caluoris-home-trails/
1d.com GBR 1.057.530 https://singletrackworld.com/2018/04/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-333-seconds-of-good-times/
singletrackworld.com GBR 1.057.530 https://singletrackworld.com/forum/topic/danny-macaskill-und-claudio-caluori/
com GBR 55.530 https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/video-scots-mountain-biker-danny-macaskill-gets-a-stunning-tour-of-swiss-alpine-region/
Home of Trails | 2nello-arande.blogspot.de GER N/A http://anello-grande. blogspot.de/2018/04/watch-danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori.html
Video |Perastolz.de GER 2.820 http://bergstolz.de/video/macaskill-caluori-home-of-trails
bike- de GER 243.690 http://www.bike-magazin.de/mtb_news/szene_news/das-neue-macaskill-video-home-of-trails/a38677.html
crankbr com GER 98.250 https://eu.crankbrothers.com/blogs/news/home-of-trails-with-danny-macaskillzregion=DE
de-film.com GER 421.200 https://de-film.com/v-danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails-dr-wLhP_HpM.html
dir d GER 29.880 https://dirts de/featured/macaskill-caluori-graubuenden
enduro-mtb.com GER 103.140 http://enduro-mtb.com/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
explore- de GER 5.940 https://explore- defarticles/tour-de-tahoe- king-und- iegen schen-in-den-sierra-mour htmnl
explore- ine.d GER 5.940 https://expl defarticle: d. askill-und-caluori-home-of-trails.html
freeride- m GER 15.900 http://www.freerid -c askill-+-caluor 225070.html
gravity- de GER 24.240 http://gravity-magazine.de/2018/04/13/video-macaskill-caluori-mountainbike-abenteuer-im-home-of-trails/
herbert.bike GER N/A https://www.herbert ~of-trails-engad itz
herbert.bike GER N/A https://www.herbert.b askill-traegt-jet: h
horizont.net GER 1.116.930 http://www.horizont.net/schweiz/nachrichten/Jung-von-MattLimmat-Danny-MacAskill--Claudio-Caluori-im-Home-of-Trails- 166160
net GER 247.440 https://w net/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
[iifestyle.everkiosk.com GER 9.780 http://lifestyle.everkiosk.com/2018/04/23/d Kill-claudio-caluori-h rails/
d GER 296.490 https://www. neues-vid d. Kill-h f-trails. 1905582.2.htm
mtb-news.de GER 1.341.060 https://www.mtb-news.de/news/2018/04/10/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails/
mtb-news.de GER 1.341.060 https://www.mtb-news.de/news/2018/04/13/filmfreitag-2018-xx-6/
mtbrider.de GER 20.280 http://mtbrider.de/news/macaskill-caluori-mountainbike-abenteuer
com GER 1.686.810 http://www.rr om/de/schweiz-tourismus/pressreleases/macaskill-und-caluori-ein-super-duo-entdeckt f-dem-mountainbike-2468880
prime: d GER 9.480 http://prime-mot de/mac d-caluori-hom pid28232/
radsport-rennrad.de GER 39.120 http://www.radsport-rennrad.de/allgemein/neues-von-danny-macaskill/
redbull.com GER 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/de-de/biken danny-macaskillZinkld=50258413
spiegel.de GER 99.375.510 http://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/nachrichten-am-morgen-die-news-in-echtzeit-a-1202208.html
d GER 98.730 https: //www.velomotion.de/2018/06/spots-home-of-trails/
velostrom.de GER 13.830 https://www.velostrom.de/h Kkill-und-claudio-caluori-in terweg:
x-aces.com GER 3.480 https: //x-aces.com/mountainbike/2018/04/macaskill-caluori-mountainbike-abenteuer-im-home-of-trails/
offline.hu HUN 194.250 http://offline.hu/mountain-bike/2018/04/danny-macaskill-es-claudio-caluori-svajcban-trialozott/
hu HUN 3.060 http://www.standmag.hu/cikkek/2018/04/video-danny-macaskill-and-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails
ia.com DN N/A https://ww m/home/macaskill-caluori-mountain-bike-adventure-in-the-home-of-trails
sportku.com DN 186.270 http://sportku.com/read/31038/jalur-home-of-trails-dibuka
sportku.com INA 186.270 http://sportku.com/read/28663/tunggangan-baru-danny-macaskill
sportku.com INA 186.270 http://sportku.com/read/28832/pet -danny-macaskill-d den
hill24.bike INT 20.000 http://downhill24.bike/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-trails/
endurasport.com INT 45.390 https://ww t.com/blog/?BlogID=782
moredirt.com INT 50.850 https://www.moredirt.com/article/Danny-MacAskill--Claudio-Caluori-Home-of-Trails/6991/
pinkbike.com INT 3.927.630 https://www.pinkbike.com/news/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails-switzerland-graubunden.html
pinkbike.com INT 3.927.630 https://www.pinkbike.com/news/exclusive-interview-stu-thompson d leg html
pinkbike.com INT 3.927.630 https://www.pinkbike c: lusive-danny-macaskill-interview-2018.htm!




psbmx.com INT 24.600 https://psbmx.com/2018/04/11/danny-macaskill-caluori-mountain-bike-adventure/
redbull.com INT 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/in-en/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails
riderflow.com INT 3.000 http://riderflow.com/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluor-ride-graubunden-aka-the-home-of-trails/
icklines.com INT 142.920 http://www.sicklines.com/2018/04/11/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
singletracks.com INT 717.390 https://www.singletracks.com/blog/mtb-videos/watch-danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-trails/
italmtb.com INT 699.060 https://www.vitalmtb.com/videos/member/Eastern-Switzerland-Looks-Like-a-Mountain-Bikers-Paradise-Danny-Mac-Claudio-Caluori,35293/bturman, 109
whip-mtb.com INT 4.020 http://www.whip-mtb.com/feeds/5acc59c9c784fc6b336edadb
whip-mtb.com INT 4.020 http://www.whip-mtb.com/feeds/5acc6192c784fc6b336edael
whip-mtb.com INT 4.020 http://www.whip-mtb.com/feeds/5ae44abfc79fdc5b73239826
om INT N/A https://www. intainbike.com/2018/04/danny-macaskill-shreds-graubunden-with-claudio-caluori
apiks.com INT 74.670 http://www.zapiks.com/danny-macaskill-claudio-calu-html
lemerald-mtb.com IRE N/A https://emerald-mtb.com/dany-macaskill-home-of-trails-video/
redbull.com IRL 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/ie-en/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails
iran-livetv.com IRN 880.830 https://iran-livetv.com/watch.php?vid=997e5212b
t.it ITA 71.940 http://www.4actionsport.it/danny-mac-askill-e-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
mtb-mag.com TA 438.750 https://www.mtb-mag.com video-danny-macaskill-con-caluori-nei-grigioni/
mtb-vco.com ITA 45.960 https://mtb-vco.com/danny-macaskill-e-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
imtbcult.it ITA 146.130 https://www.mtbcult.it/foto-video/video-home-of-trails-macaskill-caluori/ #/0
pro-bike.it ITA 11.610 http://www.pro-bike.it/2018/04/10/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
adrenalin. tre i com NED 758.250 http://adrenalin.trendolizer.com/2018/04/danny-macaskill-und-claudio-caluori htm!
inbike.nl NED 1.320 http://allmountainbike.nl/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
fiets.nl NED 175.470 https://www.fiets.nl/2018/04/10/nieuwe-macaskill-home-of-trails/
nl NED 11.010 http://re tsblog.nl/macaskill-en-caluori-rijden-door-
redbull.com NED 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/nl-nl/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails-graubunden?#_=_
apik m NED 74.670 http://www.zapiks.com/nl/danny-macaskill-claudio-calu.htm!
vojomag.nl NLD 2.670 https://www.vojomag.nl/video/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails/
redbull.com NOR 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/no-no/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails
redbull.com NZL 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/nz-en/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails
i om NZL 43.050 https. P com/content/d: askill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails
43ride.com POL 15.480 https://43ride.com/video/2018/home-of-trails-macaskill-i-caluori-w-¢ graubunden/
g POR 342.600 https://www.altamente.org/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails-um-vid D nalina-numa-bicicl paisagens-de-cortar-a-respiracac/
redbull.com POR 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/pt-pt/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails
freerider.ro RoU 154.920 hetps://www.freerider.ro/video/danny-macaskil-si-claudio-caluori-viziteaza-regiunea-graubunden- 13441 Lhtml
freerider.ro ROU 154.920 https://www.freerider.ro/video/danny-macaskill-si-claudio-caluori-viziteaza-regiunea-graubunden-134411.html/attachment/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-graubunden-home-of-trails-01
freerider.ro ROU 154.920 https://www.freerider.ro/video/danny-macaskill-si-claudio-caluori-viziteaza-regiunea-graubunden-134411.html/attachment/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-graubunden-home-of-trails-02
freerider.ro ROU 154.920 https://www.freerider.ro/video/danny-macaskill-si-claudio-caluori-viziteaza-regiunea-graubunden-134411.html/attachment/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-graubunden-home-of-trails-03
freerider.ro ROU 154.920 hetps://www.freerider.ro/video/danny-macaskill-si-claudio-caluori-viziteaza-regiunea-graubunden-134411.html/attachment/danny-macaskil-claudio-caluori-graubunden-home-of-trails-04
freerider.ro RoU 154.920 hetps://www.freerider.ro/video/danny-macaskill-si-claudio-caluori-viziteaza-regiunea-graubunden-134411.html/attachment/danny-macaskil-claudio-caluori-graubunden-home-of-trails-06
bikehub. RSA 596.820 https://www.bikehub.co.za/topic/175291-video-danny-macaskill-and-claudio-in-
redbull.com RSA 7.506.090 https://www.redbull.com/za-en/danny-macaskill-home-of-trails
ruvid.net RUS 1.183.320 https://ruvid.net/video/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-home-of-trails-dr-wLhP_HpM.htm|
ru RUS 44.730 https://twentysix.ru/blog/131297. html
mtb.si SLO 26.490 http://mtb.si/novice/6257-d di kjer-stezice d .html
[z SRB N/A http://infomanka.rs/home-of-trails-mtb-voznja-po-prelepom-graubindenu/
bike-academy.ch Sul 1.800 https://www.bike-academy.ch
bikelife.ch sut N/A hetp://www.bikelfe.ch/danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-hom sa-scottish-and
davos.ch SuI 151.920 https://www.davos.ch/d uell/n ‘news/bik D -zeigt-seine-stul di Kl 's/?no_cache=1&cHash=5b747e021720317c2832d37acadc72e6
itz.ch SuI 9.750 https://www.enjoystmoritz.ch/index.php/2018/04/10, 1-kann-sich: 1Z-h f- I danny-macaskill-claudio-caluori-in-action/
h Su1r N/A http://www.f .ch/tourismus/2018-04-10/wir- 1l d: noeglick die-g: It-erreichen
fm1today.ch SuUI 78.240 http://www.fm1today.ch/wilde-fahrt-durch 746977
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Danny MacAskill is vergroeid aan zijn fiets. De Schotse mountainbike

pro en atleet van Red Bull laat regelmatig onmogelijke stunts zien in

fantastische videoproducties. Mountain Bike Plus sprak met hem over

metershoge vallen, een leven vol botbreuken en zijn droombestaan.

Rollende hooibalen, kilometershoge berg-
toppen of schuine daken: niets is te gek

voor Danny MacAskill op zijn Santa Cruz. In
zijn onlangs uitgebrachte video, Home of
Trails, zorgt hij samen met Claudio Caluori
weer voor menig kippenvelmoment. Zelf kent
hij geen angst, wij moesten wel even slikken
toen de 32-jarige tovenaar op wielen over de
smalle leuning van een tientallen meters hoge
brug fietste. "Zolang het risico berekend is,

voel ik geen angst. Ik respecteer de val, maar

ik ben niet bang want weet dat het moet kun-
nen als ik me volledig focus. Ik zou gek zijn als
ik zoiets doe terwijl ik bang ben. Ik schat de
kans kleiner dat er iets misgaat bij een derge-
lijke actie dan wanneer je bijvoorbeeld op de
weg rijdt. Ik reken op zo'n brug puur op mijn
eigen skills, op de weg heb je ook nog eens te
maken met die van een tegenligger.” Hij voert
zijn meest ingewikkelde trucs uit op basis van
tekeningen, aangezien er geen voorbeelden

zijn van mensen die iets dergelijks eerder
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hebben gedaan. Even later, toevoegend:
“En of je nu vanaf 1oo of 50 meter naar
beneden valt: dat maakt niets uit, je bent

’

hoe dan ook ‘done’.

BLOEDEND GEZICHT

Hij brak al meer dan twintig botten, heeft van
sommige breuken blijvend last, maar je hoort
hem nooit zeuren. Het is de opvoeding die
MacAskill op deze wijze gevormd heeft. Hij

komt uit een gezin dat bepaald niet bestaat
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Vi .
Ik had nooit durven dromen
dat ik van mijn hobby zou
kunnen leven »

uit watjes. "Mijn moeder kent ook vrij weinig
angst, zij reed een paar jaar geleden nog de
Mongol Rally van Londen naar Mongolié. Als
ik vroeger met een bloedend gezicht binnen-
kwam omdat ik gevallen was, hoefde ik echt

niet op medeleven te rekenen.”

MacAskill was van jongs af aan al altijd op zijn
fiets te vinden. Opvallend, aangezien beide
ouders niets met mountainbiken hebben.
"Mijn tantes wel, maar niet zo fanatiek. In het
begin was ik dat ook niet. Ik had gewoon veel

energie en kon dat kwijt in het buitenleven,

door kampvuren te maken, boomhutten te
bouwen en te mountainbiken met mijn vrien-
den. Ik had toen alleen nog een basic, single
speed mountainbike, die was niet echt bestemd
tegen de trucs die ik erop deed. Ik brak regel-
matig wat onderdelen, doordat ik weer van een

muur was gesprongen.”

De liefde voor het mountainbiken werd pas
echt groot toen een oudere broer van een vriend
zich ging verdiepen in de sport met magazines
en videobanden en daardoor MacAskill aan-

stak. "In 1998, toen ik 13 was, kreeg ik mijn
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eerste, goede mountainbike.” Het racen heeft
hij nooit zo boeiend gevonden. "Ik ben niet

zo competitief ingesteld, op het eiland Skye
waar ik opgroeide had je sowieso weinig races.
Ik vind het veel leuker om voor de lol met
vrienden te rijden. Als er bij ons iets misgaat,
maakt dat weinig uit, in een race is je dag dan

verpest.”

BIKES, BIKES, BIKES

Na de middelbare school kwam MacAskill
voor een keus te staan: ging hij tegen zijn zin
in studeren zoals gebruikelijk of volgde hij zijn
hart? Hij koos voor dat laatste. "Ik wist toch dat
ik anders tijdens de lesuren op mijn mountain-
bike zou zitten. Ik ben in plaats daarvan in mijn
favoriete winkel gaan werken: Bothy Bikes.
Daar fietste ik elke ochtend heen, 11 miles
(kleine 18 kilometer), om na een lange dag
thuis nog een paar uur te fietsen. Dat deed ik
elke dag, zelfs als ik vrij was. Het was echt
bikes, bikes, bikes."
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A Danny MacAskill komt op vele plekken over de hele wereld en ontmoet

mensen uit diverse culturen dankzij zijn succes op de mountainbike

Zijn grote doorbraak kwam in 2009. Dave
Sowerby, een vriend en goede BMX'er die
herstelde van een blessure, volgde MacAskill
tijdens een rondje vol stunts op de bike door
Edingburgh. Puur voor de lol. "Ik wist dat hij
de beste BMX-filmer van de wereld was en vond
het wel tof om mezelf zo vast te laten leggen en
eens van een andere kant te bekijken. Ik had
nooit verwacht dat de video zo viraal zou gaan.
Nu is er elke dag een viral, maar dat was nog
voor de tijd van de hype rondom YouTube. Ik
haalde overal het nieuws met mijn video, van
Amerika tot Australié, Japan en India. Het werd
de best bekeken sportvideo van dat moment.
Dat was heel gek, een beetje te veel ook. Ik ben
maar op zoek gegaan naar een management,
want ik had geen zin om me met alle aanvragen
bezig te houden. Ik wilde gewoon fietsen, ben
geen zakenman, maar kreeg wel duizenden

verzoeken.”

HOME OF TRAILS

Inmiddels zijn we g jaar verder en is MacAskill
een bekende naam, wereldwijd. Vooral met de
video’s van Red Bull weet hij veel publiciteit te
genereren. "Ik zit nu minder uren op de fiets
dan voorheen, reis veel en ga naar events waar
ik alleen maar praat met sponsoren en fans.
Maar de balans is goed, ik mag niet klagen.

Ik mag zulke gave dingen maken en kom op
fantastische locaties.” Door de bedrijven die
achter hem staan kan MacAskill haast alles
uitvoeren wat zijn fantasie bedenkt. Van de
daken in Las Palmas tot een ondergelopen dorp
in Argentinié: MacAskill is overal geweest en
heeft talloze stunts uitgevoerd die nog nooit

waren gedaan.
De laatst uitgekomen video heet 'Home of

Trails'. Daarin gaat hij samen met de veelzij-

dige mountainbiker Claudio Caluori op zoek
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naar het avontuur in het berggebied van de
Zwitserse regio Graubiinden. Een bizarre tocht,
over de hoogste toppen. "Brilliant fun”, aldus
MacAskill. "Claudio is een mountainbikele-
gende, het is heel plezierig om in zijn buurt

te zijn. Die regio heeft ook hele coole trails. Je
rijdt over bergtoppen waar verder niks te zien
is, we moesten ook echt selecteren voor de
video; hadden zo veel episch materiaal.” Je ziet
Caluori op een gegeven moment zelfs athaken
als MacAskill een gewaagde stunt uitvoert, dat

zegt veel over de skills van de Schot.

THE DANNY BIKE

In zijn laatste video’s rijdt hij op de 5010 van

Santa Cruz, maar hij is vooral apetrots op de

magazine:
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speciaal voor hem ontworpen Danny Bike. Een
op en top geperfectioneerde carbon trial bike,
die niet te koop is maar puur en exclusief ge-
maakt is voor MacAskill door de Amerikaanse
fabrikant. "Het is een serieus gave fiets, zo een
die ik vroeger op een poster aan mijn muur had

hangen.”
We kunnen wel stellen dat MacAskill het goed

voor elkaar heeft. De Schot is de eerste om dat

te erkennen. "Ik had nooit durven dromen

//
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dat ik van mijn hobby zou kunnen leven. Ik
ben vrienden geworden met mijn helden van
vroeger, mag met ze rondhangen en fietsen,
dat is geweldig. Ik kan de meest gave ideeén
uitvoeren dankzij de steun van de verschillende
merken en bedrijven. Mij hoor je niet klagen,
hopelijk kan ik dit nog vele jaren blijven doen.”
En als hij thuis is, pakt hij weer de fiets. “Niets
is mooier dan met mijn vrienden en muziek

op de mountainbike te pakken om vervolgens

over de Schotse trails te rijden.” I

The Danny Bike is een serieus
gave fiets, zo eén die ik vroeger
op een poster aan mijn muur
had hangen
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Bikefreak-magazine is ook als gratis applicatie in de App Store en
Google Play te verkrijgen. Door middel van deze handige app kun je
de digitale magazines downloaden en overal ter wereld lezen.

Staat het bekende Bikefreak-logo op het scherm van je smartphone of
tablet, dan ben je verzekerd van een automatische update van iedere
nieuwe uitgave en hoef je nooit meer een editie te missen. De app heeft,
naast een button voor het online magazine, eveneens een handige
button voor de Bikefreak-homepage en Bikefreak-Facebookpagina. Op
de homepage staan alle nieuwtjes en kun je alle Bikefreak-evenementen
boeken; via de Facebookpagina informeren we iedereen als eerste over
MTB-nieuwtjes en -gebeurtenissen die je wellicht interesseren.

1B - Bikefreak -magazine
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Als ik zou kunnen, zou ik iedere dag
op mijn fiets doorbrengen. Niets
is beter dan naar buiten gaan in
de frisse lucht, op je fiets springen,
en de trails verkennen met je
vrienden. Hoewel het hoofddoel
van iedere rit is om lol te hebben,
probeer ik graag nieuwe trucs uit
en verbeter ik ondertussen mijn
vaardigheden. Soms helpt het om
nieuwe uitdagingen te zoeken, om
de vooruitgang gaande te houden.
Ik droom constant over nieuwe
trucs en zoek nieuwe locaties waar
ik ooit nog met mijn fiets naartoe
wil gaan. Deze keer een heel bij-
zonder avontuur met veel gelach,
lokale specialiteiten, en geweldige
fietstochten. In  Graubiinden,
Zwitserland — ‘Home of Trails’.
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Sinds enkele jaren volg ik Claudio Caluori
en zijn beroemde POV runs. Zijn video’s zijn
geweldig. ledereen die hem kent, weet dat
deze Zwitserse downhill-legende excentriek is,
vol van energie, en gepassioneerd over fietsen
en zijn geboortegrond - het Zwitserse kanton
Graubinden. Zelfs als je niet altijd kunt
verstaan wat hij door zijn helm schreeuwt,
is het vanaf de eerste seconde duidelijk dat

Claudio dol is op steile en technische trails.
Je kunt niet anders dan glimlachen bij zijn
enthousiasme wanneer je de snelle edits
bekijkt. Toen de mogelijkheid zich voordeed
om met Claudio in Graublinden te rijden,
liet ik me dat geen tweede keer vertellen.
Het idee klonk fantastisch, en ik heb me
altijd al afgevraagd of hij ook privé zoveel
commentaar levert op de trails. Ik zal er snel
genoeg achter komen...

Een achtbaanrit op, naast en over trails,
gedurende bijna twee weken, ligt voor ons.
We spreken af in Lenzerheide. Nog enthou-
siast van de nachtelijke jamsessies op de
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Mountain Bike World Cup met Claudio en zijn
crew, krijgen we op de eerste dag het bericht:
het weer blijft goed, de trails wachten op ons.
De eerste kronkelige weg over trails bezaaid
met wortels en losse stenen, omgeven door
een adembenemend landschap, brengt ons
naar Alp Fops - een idyllische berghut. Tijdens
een lunch met de eigenaar van de hut, zie
ik de drop vanaf de patio naar de weide
daaronder, en een tafel die als run-up kan
dienen. Het ziet eruit als de perfecte set-up
om een nieuwe truc te proberen die ik al een
tijdje wilde doen: een 270 tire tap over een
gatin de weg.

Na het eten van mijn Blndner Plattli,
bestaande uit lokale vlees- en kaasspeciali-
teiten, ben ik in een goede conditie en besluit
ik het erop te wagen. Het duurt even, maar
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niets verslaat het gevoel van het succesvol  dagbeide met een geslaagde sprong kunnen
uitvoeren van een nieuwe truc. Dan is het  eindigen. Ik kan niet wachten om te zien wat
Claudio’s beurt om de extreem korte run-up  de rest van de regio te bieden heeft.

aan te pakken. Het is genieten om hem daar te

zien springen —zonder angst, maar onzeker— We hebben nog ongeveer twee weken om vijf
en de truc en landing tot een goed einde te  verschillende mountainbikelocaties in het
brengen. Het is zo grappig! Mooi dat we de  kanton Graubiinden te verkennen. We racen
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samen over een hoop verschillende trails -
kronkelende flow-trails, snelle runs door
epische bossen, en over een hoge bergrug in
Davos Klosters, eindigend met een ultralange
downhill met spectaculaire uitzichten. Het
klinkt misschien als een cliché, maar het is
echt waar wanneer mensen zeggen dat het
moeilijk is om je ogen op de trail te houden
met alle ongelooflijke landschappen om
je heen. Op de Mutta Sura-trail boven
de Ruinaulta-kloof vlak bij Flims, kan ik
zelfs een glimp opvangen van Claudio’s
Maiensadss, een kleine berghut typisch voor

Graubiinden, aan de andere kant van de vallei.
Op de flowtrail in Corviglia, proberen we het
beste in elkaar naar boven te halen. Rijden
met Claudio is net of je in één van zijn POV
run-video’s zit, met constant commentaar
en grappen. We hebben een geweldige dag
en nadat we genoeg hebben gefilmd, méét
ik gewoon nogmaals de trail verkennen met
het hele team.

Nadat Claudio mij op de trails de gehele tijd
heeft uitgedaagd, is het mijn tijd om te schit-
teren en Claudio’s zenuwen op de proef te
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stellen. We bereiken een viaduct bij de Ziigen-
kloof met een afgrond van 80 meter aan beide
kanten, en ik stel Claudio’s hoogtevrees op
de proef door langs de muur te rijden. Dit
maakt hem en de crew enigszins bang, maar
ik ben nog niet klaar. Hoewel we ons gefocust
hebben op de trails in Graublinden, rijden
we ook door een aantal dorpen waar ik mijn
street skills kan testen. In het dorp Mistair is
er een houten dak dat op een perfecte schans
lijkt om een front flip off te doen. De front
flip test echt de grenzen van mijn lichaam en
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mijn fiets. Dit is €én van de grootste dingen  Val Mistair. Daartussen zitten twee weken

die ik ooit heb gedaan op straat op een fiets. van spectaculaire trails - een gedroomde
speeltuin voor mountainbikers. Dit is een

Eén van de meest verbazingwekkende tochtdie ik niet gauw zal vergeten.

dingen van dit deel van de wereld is dat

bikers iedere mogelijke trail kunnen rijden.

Ik wou dat mountainbikers overal ter wereld Voor meer informatie over de trails
zo geaccepteerd werden als hier. Ik heb waarop Danny en Claudio reden, zie
echt het idee dat de locals hier dol zijn op www.homeoftrails.com

fietsers. In Graubiinden zul je geen bordjes

tegenkomen met ‘Verboden te fietsen’. Dat is

fantastisch! Claudio en ik hebben maar een Tekst & Danny MacAskill
fractie kunnen zien van de 7.000 vierkante Foto’s & Martin Bissig
kilometers en trails die erop wachten om

ontdekt te worden. Onze tocht begon op de

top van de Piz Nair, waar een steenbok uitto-

rende boven de ‘Home of Trails’ beneden, en

eindigde met mijn front flip in het rustige
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foto: MARTIN BISSIG
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50 BIKE TEST - CORRATEC ALLROAD ULTEGRA
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78 HOME OF TRAILS - COM MACASKILL E CALUORI
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7707%&7 Vs 777/
Danny MacAskill com o herdi local Claudio Caluori

Se eu pudesse, passaria todos os dias em minha bicicleta. Nada é melhor do que sentir o ar fresco, subir na bike
e entrar nas trilhas com os amigos. Mesmo que o principal objetivo de cada passeio seja apenas se divertir, adoro
tentar novas manobras e melhorar minhas habilidades. As vezes, isso ajuda a buscar novos desafios, para manter
a progressao. Sonho constantemente com novas manobras e novos lugares para ir com a minha bike. Desta vez,
a bicicleta me levou para uma aventura muito especial, de muitas risadas, particularidades locais e uma excelente

experiéncia de pedal. Fui para Graubiinden, na Suica, a “Home of Trails” (Lar das Trilhas, em portugués).

por DANNY MACASKIL
WWW.HOMEOFTRAILS.COM
fotos MARTIN BISSIG
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Venho assistindo os famosos videos
(POVs) de Claudio Caluori, h& anos.
Eles sdo incriveis. Qualquer um que
acompanha essa lenda suica do down-
hill sabe que ele é excéntrico, cheio de
energia e realmente apaixonado por
bikes. E que o seu territério é Graubin-
den, na Suiga. Mesmo que vocé ndo
consiga entender tudo o que ele grita
sob o capacete, desde o primeiro se-
gundo é ébvio que Claudio adora trilhas
técnicas e ingremes. E vocé ri com o
seu entusiasmo quando assiste seus
videos, sempre em ritmo acelerado.
Quando surgiu a oportunidade de ir
para Graubunden, com o Claudio, acei-
tei imediatamente. Pensar nele me se-
guindo na sua terra soou incrivel, e eu
sempre quis saber se ele também narra
as trilhas quando esta em rolés priva-
dos, nao “oficiais”. Eu estava prestes a
descobrir.

Uma montanha-russa subindo, ao lado

e ao longo de trilhas, duraria quase
duas semanas. Nos encontramos em
Lenzerheide. Ainda animado com as
“jam sessions” & meia-noite na Copa do
Mundo de Mountain Bike com o Claudio
e sua equipe, recebemos uma mensa-
gem no primeiro dia: “o tempo ficara
firme; as trilhas estao nos esperando”.
A primeira descida sinuosa, cheia de
raizes e pedras soltas em paisagens
deslumbrantes, nos levou a Alp Fops,
uma idilica cabana de montanha. En-
quanto almocava com o dono da ca-
bana, notei o desnivel da area externa
para o prado. E que uma mesa poderia
funcionar para ganhar velocidade. Pa-
receu perfeito para experimentar uma
nova manobra que eu estava querendo
realizar ha um tempo, um “270 tire tap”
em um gap.

Depois de terminar o meu “blndner
pléattli”, um prato local de carne e queijo,
me sentia muito bem e decidi me dar
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uma chance. Demorou um pouco, mas vocé ndo consegue brigar contra aquela
sensagéo de realizar uma nova manobra. Depois foi a vez de Claudio enfrentar
a arrancada extremamente curta. Ri ao vé-lo pular 14 de cima — sem medo, mas
inseguro —, superar a situagao e aterrissar. Foi muito engragado! De uma maneira
ou de outra, nés dois saltamos e aterrissamos. Foi um étimo final desse primeiro
dia. Eu mal consegui esperar para ver o que o resto da regiao tinha a oferecer.
Ainda tinhamos cerca de duas semanas para conhecer cinco destinos diferentes
na regido. Descemos um monte de trilhas diferentes, trilhas sinuosas, trilhas ra-
pidas através de florestas épicas e atravessamos uma alta cordilheira em Davos
Klosters, que terminou em uma descida muito longa e com uma vista espetacular.
Parece cliché, mas realmente é verdade quando as pessoas dizem que é dificil
manter os olhos na trilha com todo aquele cenario incrivel Ihe rodeando.

Na trilha Mutta Sura, acima do desfiladeiro de Ruinaulta, perto de Flims, dei uma
olhada na “maiensass”, uma pequena cabana alpina tipica de Graubtnden, do
Claudio, no outro lado do vale. Na trilha fluida em Corviglia, seguimos para o limite
absoluto. Era como estar em um passeio sem fim sobre um de tapete magico.
Pedalar com o Claudio foi como estar em uma corrida gigante, sempre com seu
comentérios e brincadeiras. Ele realmente me fez rir! Tivemos um étimo dia 14 e,
depois de terminadas as filmagens do dia, eu queria fazer aquela trilha mais uma
vez, com todo o time.

Depois do Claudio ter me desafiado a maior parte do tempo nas trilhas, foi a minha
vez de brilhar e testar os seus nervos. Ao chegarmos em um viaduto, no desfila-
deiro de Zigen, com 80 metros de altura em cada lado, decidi testar o medo de

82 | bikeaction
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altura dele, para pedalar ao longo da borda do viaduto. A ideia assustou um pouco
o Claudio e a equipe de flmagem. Mas nao foi s6 isso.

Embora estivéssemos focados principalmente nas trilhas em Graubtinden, também
percorremos algumas aldeias, onde pude testar minhas habilidades na rua. Na vila
de Mustair, havia um telhado de madeira que parecia uma rampa perfeita para um
“front flip”. O flip frontal realmente testou os limites do meu corpo e da bike. Essa
manobra provavelmente foi uma das maiores que eu ja fiz na rua com qualquer
bicicleta, e eu estava com a minha mountain bike!

Uma das coisas surpreendentes nessa parte do mundo é que os bikers podem
pedalar todas as trilhas possiveis. Eu gostaria que os mountain bikers de todo o
mundo fossem bem aceitos tanto quanto séo aqui. Realmente tive a sensagéo de
que os habitantes dessa regido amam muito os ciclistas. A Unica coisa que vocé
provavelmente ndo encontrard em Graublnden sdo placas avisando que “Bicicle-
tas ndo sao permitidas”. Isso & incrivel!

Claudio e eu sé pudemos ver uma fragao dos 7.000 quildmetros quadrados e das
trilhas que esperam ser conquistadas. Nosso pedal comecou no alto de Piz Nair,
onde uma cabra dos Alpes se ergue sobre o “Lar das Trilhas”, e terminou com meu
front flip na tranquila Val MUstair. Entre eles, tivemos duas semanas de trilhas espe-
taculares em um playground dos sonhos de qualquer mountain biker. Certamente
nao esquecerei essa viagem tao cedo.

Veja mais em www.homeoftrails.com. E imperdivell [T
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VéloToytTernai

Danny nous parle de Home of Trails,
sa derniére vidéo a la découverte
des Grisons en Suisse, avec
Claudio Caluori.

Vélo Tout Terrain : Combien de temps cela
a pris pour filmer les cinq spots différents
que I'on retrouve dans la vidéo ?

Danny MacAskill : Nous avons passé dix jours
dans la région. Pour étre honnéte, jaurais pu
y passer beaucoup plus de temps. Cela n’a pas
été une mince affaire pour moi, Claudio et
'équipe de tournage de Cut Media de couvrir
une zone si étendue. Avec pas moins de cinq
domaines (Davos Klosters, Scuol Samnaun,
Val Miistair, Arosa Lenzerheide, Flims,
Engadin & St. Moritz), le canton des Grisons
est vraiment immense !

V.T.T : Le meilleur souvenir ?
D.M.A : Probablement la section ot 'on roule

sur le Corviglia Flow Train a St. Moritz. Que

Magazine VELO TOUT TERRAIN

magazine:
country:

circulation:

ce soit dans la roue de Claudio ou bien
lorsqu'il me pourchasse, nous avons passé
un superbe moment. C’était un peu comme
si je prenais part aux fameuses vidéos de
présentations qu'il fait sur les Coupes du
Monde de descente !

V.T.T : Le segment le plus difficile a
tourner ?

D.M.A: Le premier jour, nous avons filmé une
scéne sur un chalet a Lenzerheide. C'était
notre plus grosse journée. Je n'avais jamais
essayé de faire un 270 Tire Tap sur un VTT.
En principe, je préfére tenter ce genre de

Vélo Tout Terrain
France

10.000

edition:

page:

reach:

chose le dernier jour, mais 13, tout s'est
bien passé.

V.T.T : Le plus gros fou rire ?

D.M.A: Lorsque j’ai essayé de sauter depuis
un rocher sur un pédalo, au milieu du lac
Cauma.

V.T.T : Une anecdote sur Claudio ?
D.M.A: Cest une véritable chévre des
montagnes ! Laltitude n'est pas un probléme
pour lui... et il parle vraiment autant lorsqu'’il
roule en vrai que dans ses vidéos.
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MBA FEATURE

Steffi Marth and Richie Schley
on a Swiss adventure

Story by Steffi Marth / Photos by Ale di Lullo

y eyes were burning with streaming
M sweat, blood was thundering through

my ears like a runaway train, and
my legs were smoldering with lactic acid. |
was starting to wonder how | could keep this
up for another 25 kilometers. The trail was
so steep and too loose to climb. | had to stop
pushing my bike every few meters to desper-
ately inhale all the thin air | possibly could to
keep my pulse from going into overdrive. This
journey through Graubiinden in Switzerland
was turning out to be a real challenge, but at
least it was a beautiful one.
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Switzerland

Over an excessively stacked Swiss
cheese platter the night before at the Hotel
Belvédére in Scuol, it dawned on Richie
Schley, Ale Di Lullo and myself that the
last time we three actually did something
together was a terrifying 10-year leap into
the past. | was in Trentino for one of my
first 4X world championships when we did
a photo shoot. Back then, Richie taught me
how to do this thing with the photos and
look my best on two wheels. Since then, |
have been trying hard to “Schley” my turns
like the master himself. Our paths have
crossed every now and again since, and
it seems pretty crazy that it has taken so
long to find an opportunity to ride together
again. As Richie and | were both more or
less in the region, we literally jumped at
the opportunity to get some good riding
in after the World Cup in Lenzerheide.
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We had a great laugh over a hearty and
much-too-expensive bottle of red. Now,
panting hard on the trail, | wish I had one
fewer glass.

I’'m surprised to realize that | could still
manage to appreciate the beauty of the
unrivaled high-alpine views around me.
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This is roughly how it must feel to be an
astronaut on the moon. The lunar land-
scape at this altitude doesn’t even bear a
lonely tree or a welcoming mountain hut,
not to mention a single living soul—just
one little ant, barely visible through the
sheeting drizzle. | could just about make

edition:

page:

reach:
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out that this almost microscopic speck
was our photographer, Ale, and | would
bet most of my life savings that he was
swearing in Italian right now. However, as
tiny as he may seemed, | still sensed his
extravagant Mediterranean impulsiveness
towards the unexpected, snarling beast this
so-called “trail ride” had become. Wow,
did he need an espresso! | certainly could
have had one too. Richie, meanwhile, was
already standing triumphantly at the top,
right on the border between Austria and
Switzerland, busily posting the view on
Instagram. To be fair, this was an adven-
ture too good not to 'gram!

WHERE DO WE GO NEXT?
Scuol is way off. The small town in the
very east of Switzerland is our base camp

magazine: MountainBike Action edition:
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for the first two days of a three-day trip
before we head to Davos for a point-to-
point trail ride to Filisur, where we will be
taking the train back home. | find it hard
to believe that we will be pedaling our
bikes back over a distance that took us
about two hours by bus and gondola this
morning. We started today’s tour all the
way over in Samnaun and already crossed
almost the entire length of the destina-
tion—Scuol Samnaun Val Mistair—to
get to where we are now. This place is
one of five destinations nestled into the
towering Swiss mountains of Graubtinden
and is the first stop on our three-day trip,
which will also take us to Davos Klosters
on day three. On a side note, taking your
bike on public transportation here is super
convenient. Everything is very dialed for

mountain bikers, which is a considerable
blessing when all you know is trouble at the
airport or in the hotels.

As we arrived at the foot of another tow-
ering wall of a climb, my mind was made
up—I was definitely going to have to call
this ride more than a little strenuous. This
time we were confronted by the towering
Fimberpass, which triggers Ale to unleash
another tirade of Italian “passion” before
we set off on another section of bike-and-
hike. The poor guy with the enormous
photo backpack needed caffeine and he
needed it now. Where are the emergency
mountain baristas when you need them?
Finally crowning the top ridge, there was
sadly no time to savor the amazing bor-
der-spanning views straddling both Austria
and Switzerland, as we got caught in a
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brutal rainstorm. For some people, hell
begins when they find themselves looking
down into steep, technical terrain as the
heavens open, but thankfully for me, I've
always found it kind of fun. This trail does
quite literally seem endless, and although |
was soaked to the bone, it'll easily ranked
in my top three descents of the season.
Having to work hard to even be able

to embark on a breathtaking technical
descent gives you a very rewarding feeling
of satisfaction. Riding a natural trail with
multiple line choices between towering
mountains just beats nearly every trail there
is out there.

Further down the trail, a super-cute little
wooden hut decorated with colorful flowers
and a little sign saying “Coffee and Cake”
brought a smile to our mud-splattered
faces. A woman opened the door, and she
didn’t even seem surprised that we were
showing up on such a bad weather day.
The hut was so tiny that we could look right
into her kitchen. | don't think | have ever
enjoyed an espresso as much as this one.
Ale, Richie and | sat quietly on a bench
outside in our filthy rain gear and embraced
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these calm, finally warm and caffeinated
moments. Although it felt like we were
almost back in town, we were concerned
the guide’s estimate of another hour left
was slightly optimistic. Of course it was!
But, as they say, “Wine is the best healer”
(Dr. Schley, 2017), and back at the hotel
in the evening, we were all on the same
page of positivity after a glass or two. This
wasn't a ride we’d forget in a long time. A
real wet-weather Graubiinden adventure.

THE NEXT DAY

After a good night's sleep, we are able
to save a big chunk of energy right off
the bat, as we took the Motta Naluns lift

MountainBike Action edition:
United States page:
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up the mountain in Scuol. To our delight,
our guide, Werni, happened to know the
guy handling the lift, and he shuttled us
up even higher into the majestic peaks in
his truck. As we got dropped off in a lush
green field, the thick clouds that worried
us when we left the hotel stayed behind.
Werni assured us it was all downhill from
here, and my legs could not be happier
about that; however, you always have to
keep the super-human endurance of a
Swiss bike guide in mind. With these folks,
downhill can be quite flat, and flat can, in
fact, be surprisingly uphill. But, we were
ready for whatever this day would bring.
Back in the early mountain bike days, Scuol
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was one of the most famous downhill spots
in Europe. The Swiss downhill sensation
himself, Claudio Caluori, had a house at
the foot of the trails. Unfortunately, the
main downhill scene didn’t stay; instead,

it moved on a few kilometers. You won’t
have to look far to discover the world’s
fastest going head to head at the Mountain
Bike World Championships in Lenzerheide,
another of the five big bike resorts in
Graubiinden, in September 2018.

You can imagine the potential of the
trails here with it being a former official
downhill track. This perfect mix of fast
turns and rocky singletrack was everything
we needed to be happy. It's not easy to
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concentrate on the trail, with the mid-sum-
mer mountain scenery being so beautiful.
After a delicious lunch break at another
mountain hut, we rode a couple more
trails before cruising back into the town

of Scuol with its characteristic Sgraffito
architecture of Engadin houses. The archi-
tecture paired with the Romansh language
made it hard for me to believe that | was
still in Switzerland. Three different lan-
guages are spoken in Graubiinden: Italian,
Romansh and Swiss German. This diver-
sity is impressive, and the thousands of
kilometers of trails on 7000 km2 of alpine
terrain was even more so—a true trail
paradise! But still, even though everything

seemed totally organized, Graubiinden
isn’t Disneyland. It’s authentic, untouched
nature. Every trail in Graubiinden can be
taken on foot or on a mountain bike, offer-
ing endless possibilities to visitors from all
over the world. Freeride enthusiasts like us
never had it so good on the hunt for trea-
sures deep in the Swiss Alps.

A TRULY EPIC RIDE

We wanted to ride as many endless trails
as possible, and we were told that the next
bike destination in Graubtinden hosted one
of the most famous and longest trails in the
world—the Alps Epic Trail Davos, a trail in
Davos Klosters. Davos lies at an altitude of
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over 1500 meters, the highest elevation of
any city in Europe. The German-speaking
region has spectacular singletrack to offer,
and we were ready for the most epic of
all—all 45 kilometers of it. We took the
first lift up to Jakobshorn, where we were
welcomed by the first of the day’s warm
and golden sun beams, lighting up all the
peaks around us. | could’ve gotten used to
the 360-degree majestic view for break-
fast.

Our legs had recovered from the Scuol
adventure, and we were ready to enjoy this
beautiful beast. High expectations were
quickly matched by reality, as the first few
kilometers of the trail escorted us through
some of the most impressive terrain I've
ever ridden.

After a few turns, Richie asked me
to ride a section close together for a
360-degree video. I'm glad he was riding
behind me; otherwise, it would have been
hard not to laugh at his Teletubbie-esque
camera decorating the top of his helmet.
Alps Epic Trail Davos is a super-technical
tour with small and large rocks and every-
thing in between. | tried to ride it like a
giant pump track, but, of course, it wasn’'t
easy to keep smooth legs and arms for
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long. And, dang, there it happened again;

| had my third flat in three days of riding.

In my defense, I'm not usually one for
punctures! Then again, | do find myself
getting easily distracted here. The struggle
to keep my eyes on the trail was real! This
was the only downside of these epic views.
The scenery changed dramatically with
every other turn as we made our way down
into the valley. Ale found one great angle
after the other, and we didn’t mind riding

a couple of sections two or three times, as
we loved the shape of these super-fun high
berms. Together with our guide, Michi Wild,
we decided to leave out a bit of the climb
and took another gondola up to Rinerhorn
instead. The infrastructure in Graubiinden
seemed perfectly geared towards us
bikers; all too often we’re very much an
afterthought in the winter tourism scene.
Although we thought we'd skipped the
hard part, Michi told us that it was about to
get seriously physical now. And, as | said
before, from the mouth of a Swiss guide,
that meant it was time to buckle up!

We now find ourselves on a narrow
singletrack traversing up and down along
the valley in the direction of Monstein. After
a super physical two hours, | started devel-
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oping tunnel vision. Nothing mattered other
than trying to survive and keep on Ale’s
back wheel. For a photographer with heavy
gear, he was surprisingly fit and super
comfortable on the technical terrain. About
another hour later, we stopped for a long,
overdue lunch break. Perfectly synchro-
nized, we fell into our chairs and ordered
food and drinks without even looking at the
prices.

It’s a bit of a trap in Switzerland and a

www.mbaction.com
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reason why some mountain bikers tend

to be wary of the place. It is really a little
economic island in Europe; people here
earn more to spend more. It's a tough

call for tourists from other countries, but
honestly, this is definitely a case of “you
get what you pay for.” I've ridden all around
the world, and | am sold on the high-alpine
experiences we've had the last couple of
days. It seems so easy to get around with
your bike and to access this amazing,

world-class terrain.

If Michi had not promised us a “spectac-
ular highlight” coming right up, we would
have found it difficult to give up this chill-
out zone. A couple of up-and-down-trail
kilometers later, Michi and Richie stopped
at the end of a climb. | only heard Richie
screaming, “You have to see this, Ale!”
We were in the middle of a forest, and |
couldn’t imagine what could be so special
about it. | was also thinking that | was a
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bit too tired to get stoked about pretty
much anything right now. Still, I arrived at
the edge of something that looked like a
massive quarry with a trail supported only
by wooden beams cutting right across it.

It looked super scary to traverse this steep
rocky wall, but Ale had a shot set up within
seconds and was ready to push the trigger.
Richie was, of course, an original freeride
legend, and | was stoked to get to ride

this part together, as it definitely looked
“freeride.” Worried about the fact that even
Richie had second thoughts about some
bits of this little trail, we both committed
and dropped in. | totally forgot how tired |
was during this intense adrenaline surge,
and we ended up riding it a couple of
times. Then | saw Ale with a smile on his
face and | knew it was all worth it.

From there we only rode downhill and
were going crazy fast in places. It was fun
and at the limit, the most addictive kind of
riding. You know how people always say
you mustn’t call your last lap? To reach the
next train on time, however, we needed to
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hurry, because it only leaves once an hour.

After finally seeing the Rhaetian Railway
train station in Filisur with its traditional
architecture and a friendly little kiosk with
tables and chairs outside, | thought to
myself, “Okay, maybe this does look a bit

magazine: MountainBike Action edition:
country: United States page:
circulation:  468.000 reach:

like Disneyland after all.” Although the train
was already at the platform ready to leave,
we couldn’t board without something cold
and refreshing—ice cream and beers did it
for us. This was perhaps the most relaxed
return ride ever. Maybe this also had to

do with the fact that we were completely
cooked from this amazing full day of riding.
| can only hope it doesn't take another 10
years until | get to ride with these guys
again! If that's the case, though, | hope we
come back.
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My eyes are burning with streaming sweat, blood is thundering through my ears like a
| can keep this up for another 25km. The trail is so steep and too loose to climb, | have to
can to keep my pulse from going into overdrive. This journey through GraubUnden in
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runaway train and my legs are smouldering with lactic acid; I’'m starting to wonder how
stop pushing my bike up every few metres to desperately inhale all the thin air | possibly
Switzerland is turning out to be a real challenge, but at Least it’s a beautiful one...
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ver an
excessively
stacked Swiss
cheese platter the
night before at the Hotel
Belvédere in Scuol, it dawned
on Richie Schley, Ale Di Lullo
and myself that the last time
the three of us actually did
something together was a
terrifying 10-year leap into
the past. | was in Trentino
for one of my first 4X World
Championships when we did a
photo shoot. Back then, Richie
taught me how to do “this
thing with the photos” and look
my best on two wheels. Since
then | have been trying hard
to “Schley” my turns like the
master himself. Our paths have
crossed every now and again
since and it seems pretty crazy
that it has taken so long to find
an opportunity to ride together
again. As Richie and | were

76 | MTB | bucket list busting

both more or less in the region,
we literally jumped at the
opportunity to get some good
riding in after the World Cup
in Lenzerheide. We had a great
laugh over a hearty and much
too expensive bottle of red.
Now, panting hard on the trail,
I wish I'd had one glass less...
I'm surprised to realise that
I can still manage to appreciate
the beauty of the unrivalled
high-alpine views around me.
This is roughly how it must
feel to be an astronaut on the
moon. The lunar landscape at
this altitude doesn’'t even bear
a lonely tree, nor a welcoming
mountain hut. Not to mention
a single living soul. Just one
little ant, barely visible through
the sheeting drizzle. | can
just about make out that this
almost microscopic speck
is our photographer Ale and
I would bet most of my life

savings on the fact that he is
swearing in Italian right now.
However tiny he may seem,

I can still sense his extravagant
Mediterranean impulsiveness
towards the unexpected,
snarling beast this so called
“trail ride” has become. Wow,
does he need an espresso?!

I could certainly do with

one. Richie, meanwhile, is
already standing triumphantly
at the top, right on the

border between Austria and
Switzerland, busy taking care
of his Instagram. To be fair, this
is an adventure too good not
to ‘gram!

SCHOOLED IN SCUOL
Scuol is way off. The small town
in the very east of Switzerland
is our base camp for the first
two days of a three-day trip,
before we head to Davos for

a point-to-point trail ride to




Filisur, where we'll be taking
the train back home. | find it
hard to believe that we'll be
pedalling our bikes back over
a distance that took us about
two hours by bus and gondola
this morning. We started
today’s tour all the way over in
Samnaun and already crossed
almost the entire length of the
destination Scuol Samnaun
Val Mustair to get where we
are now. This place is one of
five destinations nestled into
the towering Swiss mountains
of Graubtinden and is our first
stop, which will also take us to
Davos Klosters on day three.
On a side note, taking your
bike on public transport here is
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super convenient. Everything
is very dialled for mountain
bikers, which is a considerable
blessing when all you know

is trouble at the airport or in
the hotels.

As we arrive at the foot of
another towering wall of a
climb, my mind is made up;

I am definitely going to have to
call this ride more than a little
strenuous. This time we are
confronted by the dauntingly
towering Fimberpass, which
triggers Ale to unleash another
tirade of Italian “passion”
before we set off on another
section of bike 'n hike - this
time well within earshot. The
poor guy with the enormous

photo backpack needs
caffeine, and he needs it now.
Where are the emergency
mountain baristas when you
need them? Finally, crowning
the top ridge, there’s sadly no
time to savour the amazing
border-spanning views
straddling both Austria and
Switzerland, as we get caught
in a brutal rainstorm. For some
people, hell begins when they
find themselves looking down
into steep, technical terrain
as the heavens open, but
thankfully for me, I've always
found it kind of fun. This trail
does quite literally seem
endless and although I am
soaked to the bone, it'll easily

page:
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rank in my top three descents
of the season. The combination
of having to work hard to even
be able to embark on a breath-
taking technical descent gives
you a very rewarding feeling of
satisfaction. Riding the natural
trail with multiple line choices
between towering mountains
just beats nearly every trail
there is out there.

Further down, a super cute
little wooden hut, decorated
with colourful flowers and a
little sign saying “coffee and
cake” conjures smiles on
our mud-splattered faces.

A woman opens the door
and she doesn’t even seem
surprised that we are showing
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up on such a bad weather day.
The hut is so tiny that we can
look right into her kitchen.
| don’t think I've ever enjoyed
an espresso as much as this
one. Ale, Richie and | sit quietly
on a bench outside in our
filthy rain gear and embrace
these calm, finally warm and
caffeinated moments. Although
it feels like we must almost be
back in town, we’re concerned
the guide’s estimate of another
hour left to ride is slightly
optimistic. Of course it is!
But as they say, wine is the
best healer (Dr Schley 2017)
and back at the hotel in the
evening we are all on the same
page of positivity after a glass
or two - this was a ride we

green field, the thick clouds
that worried us when we left
the hotel lie behind us. Werni
assures us, it’s all downhill
from here and damn, my legs
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won't forget in a long time.
A real wet-weather
Graublinden adventure.

After a good nights’ sleep we
are able to save a big chunk

of energy right off the bat,

as we take the Motta Naluns
lift up the mountain in Scuol.

To our delight, our guide

Werni, happens to know the
guy handling the lift and he
shuttles us up even higher into
the majestic peaks in his truck.
As we get dropped off in a lush
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could not be happier about
that. However, you always
have to keep the super-human
endurance of a Swiss bike

guide in mind. With these folks,

downbhill can be quite flat and
flat can in fact be surprisingly
uphill. But we are ready for
whatever this day brings. Back
in the early mountain bike
days, Scuol was one of the
most famous downhill spots
in Europe. The Swiss downhill
sensation himself, Claudio
Caluori, had a house at the

South Africa

foot of the trails. Unfortunately,
the main downhill scene
didn’t stay, but moved on a
few kilometres. You won’t
have to look far to discover
the world’s fastest going head
to head at the Mountain Bike
World Champs in Lenzerheide,
another of the five big bike
resorts in Graubtinden, in
September this year.

You can imagine the
potential of the trails here,
being a former official Downhill
track. A perfect mix of fast
turns and rocky single track
is everything we need to
be happy. It's not easy to
concentrate on the trail, with
the mid-summer mountain
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seems totally organised,
Graubtinden isn’t Disneyland.

It's authentic, untouched nature.

Every trail can be taken on foot
or on a mountain bike, offering
endless possibilities to visitors
from all over the world. Free
ride enthusiasts like us never
had it so good on the hunt for

treasures deep in the Swiss Alps.

DIZZYING DAVOS

We want to ride as many
endless trails as possible and
we are told that the next bike
destination in Graubtinden
hosts one of the most famous
and longest trails in the world:
the “Alps Epic Trail Davos”

- atrail in Davos, Klosters.
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Davos has an altitude of over
1500m, the highest elevation
of any city in Europe. The
German-speaking region has
spectacular single track to
offer and we are ready for

the most epic one - all 45km
of it. We take the first lift up

to Jakobshorn where we're
welcomed by the first of the
day’s warm and golden sun
beams, lighting up all the
peaks around us. | could get
used to these 360 majestic
degrees for breakfast. Our legs
have recovered from the Scuol
adventure and we are ready

to enjoy this beautiful beast.
High expectations are quickly
matched by reality head on, as

the first few kilometres of trail
escort us through some of
the most impressive terrain
I've ever ridden.

After a few turns Richie
asks me to ride a section close
together for a 360° video. I'm
glad he’s riding behind me,
otherwise it would be hard
not to laugh at his “teletubbie-
esque” camera decorating
the top of his helmet. “Alps
Epic Trail Davos™ is a super
technical tour with rocks large
and small and everything in
between. | try to ride it like
a giant pump track but of
course it isn't easy to keep

smooth legs and arms for long.

And, dang, there it goes again:

South Africa
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my third flat in three days. In
my defence, I'm not usually
one for punctures. Then again,
I do find myself getting easily
distracted here; the struggle
to keep eyes on the trail is real!
This is the only downside of
these epic views. The scenery
changes dramatically with
every other turn as we make
our way down into the valley.
Ale finds one great angle after
another and we don’t mind
riding a couple of sections
twice or three times as we love
the shape of these super fun
high berms. Together with our
guide, Michi Wild, we decide
to leave out a bit of the climb
and take another gondola
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up to Rinerhorn instead. The
infrastructure in Graubiinden
seems perfectly geared
towards us bikers when all
too often we're very much an
after-thought of the winter
tourism. Although we thought
we'd skipped the hard part,
Michi tells us that it's about
to get seriously physical. As
I said before, from the mouth
of a Swiss guide... time to
buckle up!

We now find ourselves on a
narrow single track traversing

up and down along the valley,
in the direction of Monstein.
After a super physical two
hours, I'm developing tunnel
vision. Nothing else matters,
other than trying to survive and
keep on Ale’s back wheel. For a
photographer with heavy gear
he is surprisingly fit and super
comfortable on the technical
terrain. About another hour
later we stop for a long,
overdue lunch break. Perfectly
synchronised, we fall into our
chairs and order food and
drinks without even looking at
the prices. It's a bit of a trap in
Switzerland and a reason why
some mountain bikers tend

to be wary of the place. It is
really a little economic island in
Europe; people here earn more
to spend more. A tough call for
tourists from other countries,
but honestly this is definitely

a case of “you get what you pay
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for”. I've ridden all around the
world and I'm sold on the high
alpine experiences we had the
last couple of days. It seems
so easy to get around with
your bike and to access this
amazing, world class terrain.
If Michi had not promised us
a “spectacular highlight”, we
would have found it difficult
to give up this chill out zone.
A couple of up and down
trail kilometres later, Michi
and Richie stop at the end
of a climb. I only hear Richie

screaming: “Oh my God, you
have to see this Ale!” We are
in the middle of a forest and
I can’t imagine what could be
so special about it, while also
thinking I'm a bit too tired to
get stoked about pretty much
anything right now. Still, | arrive
at the edge of something that
looks like a massive quarry
with a trail supported only by
wooden beams cutting right
across it. It looks super scary
to traverse this steep rocky
wall, but Ale has a shot set up
within seconds and is ready to
push the trigger.

Richie is, of course, an
original free ride legend and
I am stoked to get to ride this
part together. Worried about
the fact that even Richie has
second thoughts about some
bits of this consequential little
trail, we both commit and
drop in. I totally forget how
tired | am during this intense
adrenaline surge and we end
up riding it a couple of times.
Then | see Ale with a smile on
his face and I know it was all
well worth it.From there we
only ride downhill and we're

going crazy fast in places. It's
fun and we push it to the limit
- the most addictive kind of
riding. You know how people
always say you mustn’t call
your last lap?

To reach the next train on
time we need to hurry though,
because it only leaves every
hour. After finally seeing the
Rhaetian Railway train station
in Filisur with its traditional
architecture and a friendly little
kiosk with tables and chairs
outside, | think to myself: “Ok,
maybe this does look a bit like
Disneyland after all.” Although
the train is already at the
platform about to leave, we
can’t board without something
cold and refreshing: ice cream
and beers should do it. This
is perhaps the most relaxed
return ride ever.

Maybe this notion also has
to do with the fact that we are
completely cooked from this
amazing full day of riding.

I can only hope it doesn’t take
another 10 years until | get to
ride with these guys again. If
that’s the case though, | would
like to come back here.
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STEFF! MARTH

ge: 40-something

aspect of the sport has stuck ‘

Age: 32

harder to climb because | have

Hometown: Laguna Beach,
California

Favourite trail snack:

XS Energy Bar

Hours spent biking a year:
360

Other hobbies: Skiing, SUP,
surfing

What made you want to go
pro? | love riding bikes, and
the opportunity to make a
living at it was a dream come
true. | love the outdoors and
the fact that a mountain bike
can take you many places in a

much faster time than walking,

is amazing.

First ever MTB trip: Around
the hills of my hometown of
Kamloops, and | came from
Whistler. It was a film shoot
and became the beginning of
Freeride Mountain Biking -

I have fond memories. My
first road trip as a pro was in
the Western US to California,
Utah and Colorado, with Derek
Westerlund from Freeride
Entertainment. The adventure

with me ever since.

Bike used for the
Graubunden trip: Rotwild E1,
it is a160omm travel bike, and
usually that type of bike is good
for everything - gnarly stuff,
easy pedalling and whatever is
put in front of you.

How was it riding with

Steffi and working with Ale?
Awesome, she is so nice and

a lot of fun. Itis pretty clear
that Steffi is was a world cup
racer, as she isn't afraid, has
great style and has fun on her
bike. Ale is the best. We are
close friends, so there is some
giving each other shit from
time to time, but | think there is
a lot of mutual respect and we
always get the job done. The
atmosphere was very relaxed
and fun. No stress at all, which
is rare.

Fun fact: I like to ride, but

I love to party” - Jose Hermida
FB: facebook.com/richie.
schley.58

1G: @richieschley

Hometown: Dresden, Germany
Favourite trail snack: Nuts
and dried fruit

Hours spent biking a week:
It's my full-time job so besides
other training and office work,
maybe 15 hours

Other hobbies: Running,
body weight training, yoga,
handcrafting and crosswords
What made you want to go
pro? It just happened,

I never really thought about

it too much. I always liked
competition and racing, so
after finishing my M.Sc. degree
in Architecture | figured that my
only real passion is mountain
biking and | had already earned
money with it before so it was
a natural transition to officially
becoming a pro. | love nature,
the freedom you feel on a bike,
the exercise and, of course, the
travelling and meeting all these
amazing people along the way.
Bike used for the
Graubunden trip: Trek Slash
9.9 with 160mm travel. It’s a bit

pretty beefy tyres and a soft
set-up, but we did descend a
lot and my priority is having
more fun on the downhill than
being fast uphill.

First ever MTB trip: World
Champs in Fort William.
Everything was new and exciting
and | remember when we first
drove into the amazing, unique
mountains, the roads were

so narrow and windy | felt like

I was in a movie. The racing

was exciting and very different
to the BMX races | was used

to. Looking back now I never
enjoyed my mountain biking
enough when | did 4X races as

I was too tied up in competition.
On some later trips | discovered
the beauty of the highlands
more and it’s still one of my
favourite places to ride bikes.
Fun fact: Every night | fall
asleep in about one or two
minutes - | guess I'm an

early bird!

FB: Facebook.com/steffi.marth
1G: @steffimarth
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Mijn ogen branden van het stro-
mende zweet, het bloed stroomt
door mijn oren als een denderende
trein, en mijn benen worden zwaar.
Ik begin me af te vragen hoe ik
dit nog eens 25 kilometer kan vol-
houden. De trail is erg steil en heeft
te weinig grip om te klimmen, ik
moet om de paar meter stoppen
met het duwen van mijn fiets om
zo veel mogelijk van de ijle lucht
in te ademen. Deze reis door het
Zwitserse  kanton Graubiinden
blijkt een ware uitdaging te zijn,
maar tenminste wel een prachtige.
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Onder het genot van een royale Zwitserse
kaasplank in het hotel Belvédére in Scuol,
komen Richie Schley, Ale di Lullo en ik erachter
dat onze laatste reis samen maar liefst tien
jaar geleden was. Richie leerde me toen alles
over fotografie, en hoe ik er op mijn best uit
kan zien op twee wielen. Sindsdien heb ik
dit ook toegepast, net zoals de meester zelf.
Onze paden kruisten zo nu en dan, en het
is bijzonder dat het zo lang geduurd heeft
voordat we de mogelijkheid konden vinden
om weer samen te fietsen. We hebben volop
gelachen, genietend van een heerlijke maar
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veel te dure fles rode wijn. Nu we ploeteren
op de trail, zou ik willen dat ik gisteren een
glas minder genomen had...

Het verbaast me dat ik ondanks de zwaarte
van de tocht nog volop kan genieten van
het onovertroffen hoogalpiene uitzicht
rondom me. Zo moet het ongeveer voelen
om een astronaut op de maan te zijn... In
het ‘maanlandschap’ op deze hoogte is er
geen boom of gastvrije berghut te zien. Geen
levende ziel. We zijn de tocht van vandaag
helemaal in Samnaun begonnen en hebben al
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bijna de hele regio Scuol Samnaun Val Mistair

Grawbunden doorkruist om te komen waar we nu zijn. De

kleine plaats in het oosten van Zwitserland

D is €één van de vijf bestemmingen genesteld

in de bergen van Graubiinden, en is de eerste

F stop op onze driedaagse tocht. De tocht zal
ot ons ook langs Davos Klosters brengen op de

CH derde dag, voor een point-to-point trail ride

& naar Filisur, van waaruit we de trein terug naar

huis zullen nemen.

We arriveren aan de voet van een andere
muurachtige beklimming - de indrukwek-
kende Fimberpass. Wanneer we eindelijk
op de top aankomen, is er helaas geen tijd
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om te genieten van het geweldige uitzicht
dat zich uitstrekt over zowel Oostenrijk als
Zwitserland. We komen namelijk terecht
in een pittige regenbui. Voor sommige
mensen begint de hel wanneer ze zich op
steil, technisch terrein begeven en de regen
met bakken uit de lucht valt, maar ik heb dit
altijd wel leuk gevonden. Deze trail lijkt wel
eindeloos, en hoewel ik doorweekt ben tot
op het bot, staat hij in de top 3 afdalingen
van mijn seizoen.
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De combinatie van het harde werk tijdens de
klim en een adembenemende afdaling, geeft
veel voldoening. Het rijden op de natuurlijke
trail met veel verschillende lijnen tussen de
hoge bergen, verslaat bijna iedere andere
trail die er is. Verder op de trail komen we
bij een schattig houten hutje, gedecoreerd
met een bordje ‘koffie en gebak’. Het brengt
een glimlach op onze met modder bedekte
gezichten. Ik denk niet dat ik ooit zoveel heb
genoten van een espresso als nu. Ale, Richie
en ik zitten rustig buiten op een bankje in
onze vies geworden regenkleding en genieten
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van deze rustige, eindelijk warme en cafeine-
rijke momenten.

Na een goede nacht slaap kunnen we ons
meteen een hoop energie besparen, door
de Motta Naluns-lift te nemen op de berg
in Scuol. Tot onze vreugde kent onze gids,
Werni, de man die de lift bedient, en deze
man brengt ons in zijn truck nog hoger op
de majestueuze bergen. We worden gedropt
in een groen veld. De dichte bewolking die
ons zorgen baarde toen we het hotel verlieten,
ligt achter ons.
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In de vroege dagen van het mountainbiken,
was Scuol één van de bekendste downhill-
spots van Europa. Niemand minder dan de
Zwitserse downhillsensatie Claudio Caluori
had een huis aan de voet van de trails. Helaas
bleef het grootste deel van de downbhillscene
niet, maar verplaatste dit zich een paar
kilometer. Je heft niet ver te zoeken om ’s
werelds snelste rijders te zien bij de wereld-
kampioenschappen in Lenzerheide, ook één
van de vijf grote bikeresorts in Graubilinden,
in september 2018.

magazine: BikeFreak magazine edition:
country: Netherlands page:
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Het is niet gemakkelijk om te concentreren
op te trail, wanneer het zomerse bergland-
schap zo prachtig is. De diversiteit is indruk-
wekkend en de 17.000 kilometer aan trails op
7.000 kilometer alpien terrein nog mee. Een
waar trailparadijs! Maar hoewel alles perfect
georganiseerd lijkt, is Graublinden geen
Disneyland. Het is authentieke, ongerepte
natuur. ledere trail in Graubiinden kan te
voet of op de mountainbike verkend worden,
wat eindeloze mogelijkheden biedt voor
bezoekers vanuit de gehele wereld. Freeride-
enthousiastelingen zoals wij hebben het nog
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nooit zo goed gehad, op zoek naar pareltjes
diep in de Zwitserse Alpen.

Ons wordt verteld dat de volgende bikebe-
stemming in Graubiinden één van de
beroemdste en langste trails ter wereld
herbergt: de ‘Alps Epic Trail Davos’ - een trail
in Davos Klosters. Davos ligt op meer dan
1.500 meter hoogte, de hoogst gelegen stad
van Europa. De Duitstalige regio heeft specta-
culaire singletracks te bieden en we zijn klaar
voor de meest epische van allemaal - alle 45
kilometers ervan. We nemen de eerste ligt
omhoog naar Jakobshorn, waar we worden
verwelkomd door de eerste warme, gouden
zonnestralen van de dag, die de bergtoppen
rondom ons doen oplichten.
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De hoge verwachtingen worden al snel
waargemaakt, de eerste paar kilometers
van de trail brengen ons door het meest
indrukwekkende terrein dat ik ooit heb
bereden. ‘Alps Epic Trail Davos’ is een super-
technische tocht met rotsen in alle soorten
en maten. Ik probeer het te berijden als een
grote pumptrack, maar natuurlijk is het niet
gemakkelijk om de hele tijd soepele armen
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en beneden te behouden. Het landschap
verandert drastisch bij iedere bocht, terwijl
we afdalen naar de vallei.

Samen met onze gids, Michi Wild, besluiten
we een deel van de beklimming achterwege
te laten en in plaats daarvan een kabelbaan
te nemen naar Rinerhorn. De infrastructuur
in Graubiinden lijkt perfect gericht op bikers,
terwijl deze op veel plekken op het tweede
plan lijken te komen na de wintersporters.
Hoewel we dachten het moeilijkste gedeelte
overgeslagen te hebben, vertelt Michi ons dat
het zo meteen fysiek echt zwaar wordt. En als
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een Zwitserse berggids dat al vindt... Tijd om
ons schrap te zetten!

Na een intensieve twee uur, begin ik een
tunnelvisie te ontwikkelen. Niets anders doet
ertoe dan proberen te overleven en in Ales
achterwiel blijven. Ongeveer een uur stoppen
we voor een lunchpauze, waar we echt aan
toe zijn. Perfect synchroon ploffen we neer in
de stoelen, en we bestellen eten en drinken
zonder ook maar naar de prijzen te kijken.
Zwitserland is echt een economisch eilandje
in Europa: men verdient er meer, om ook
meer uit te geven. Lastig voor buitenlandse
toeristen, maar dit is echt een kwestie van
‘je krijgt waarvoor je betaalt’. Ik rijd overal ter
wereld en ik ben verkocht door de hoogal-
piene ervaringen die we de afgelopen dagen
hebben gehad. Het is zo gemakkelijk om rond
te rijden op de mountainbike en dit fantas-
tische terrein van wereldklasse te verkennen.

Tot slot rijden we alleen naar beneden en gaan
we duizelingwekkend snel. Dit is erg leuk, de
meest verslavende manier van rijden. Om
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de trein te halen, moeten we snel zijn, want
deze gaat maar éénmaal per uur. Nadat we
eindelijk het station in Filisur van de spoor-
wegmaatschappij Rhatische Bahn hebben
bereikt, met zijn traditionele architectuur en
een vriendelijke kiosk met tafels en stoelen
buiten, denk ik: OK, misschien lijkt het toch
een beetje op Disneyland. Hoewel de trein al
klaarstaat om te vertrekken, kunnen we niet
instappen zonder iets kouds en verfrissend:
ijsjes en bier worden meegenomen. Ik hoop
dat het niet nog eens tien jaar zal duren
voordat ik weer met deze mannen ga fietsen!
Als dat toch zo is, dan hoop ik dat dat hier
zal zijn.

Tekst & Steffi Marth
Foto’s & Ale di Lullo
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